WELCOME GREETING

by the Deputy Minister of Infrastructure, Transportation and Networks
Mr Christos Spirtzis
in the International Symposium "Rail&City”

The use of rail for the productive, social and spatial planning reconstruction of contemporary
Greece is a declared priority of the Government and the Ministry.

We welcome the work of the International Symposium “Rail&City” on railway and urban
development, held on 16-17 April 2015 in Athens, with sense of great hospitality, fraternal solidarity,
political and scientific acceptance and satisfaction due to:

The planning and the priorities of the Government and the Ministry in the new period coincide
with the objective of the symposium organizers, which is to highlight the importance of the
railway development for the whole territory and metropolitan regions.

The expectations of the State from this symposium are concerned with integrated scientific,
economic and technical approaches as well as direct recommendations and long-term
implementation.

The participation of the international academic community representatives, the domestic
scientists, and distinguished experts from European cities with state bodies, local government
and broader society compose the optimum framework for scientific documentation and social
consultation for the emergence and consolidation of new developmental solutions and
proposals shaping the new environment of our common goals.

Activities promoting the Greek railway development, with concrete measures, projects, institutional
interventions and use of domestic and European financial and development programmes, also
include the following:

The implementation of railway key-projects, whose construction in specific sections is pending
for many years due to the agony of pathogenic projects and studies on country’s production
system as well as due to the clash of ineffective and contradictory policies, administrative
options and experimentation of the past. These are priority issues that we reform and regroup in
a new, sane, transparent and efficient basis according to the rules of public interest protection,
the EU directives and regulations, vigorous competition, always with democratic and
development planning and accountability.

The completion and the integration of the Greek railway infrastructure in contemporary trans-
European networks; strengthening of the backbone rail network with its connection to ports,
industrial areas, cross-border nodes and potential freight stations; promotion and completion of
the suburban network of the major metropolitan centres of Athens and Thessaloniki, with
broader areas of neighbouring regions.

The exploitation and development of the railway network, which for a long period of time has
been completely abandoned and deliberately discredited with a peak of the last five-year
Memorandum policies, along with other multimillion euro investments, against the economic
value and operational efficiency of the Greek railways, the national economy and the local
communities.

Focused valorization and promotion of the real estate, the building stock and the cultural and
architectural heritage provided by the Greek railways, in collaboration with the government,
scientific and social agencies.

With these thoughts in mind, we wish you success in the work of the international symposium and
we expect the proposals and conclusions of your work.

Yours sincerely,

Christos Spirtzis
Deputy Minister of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks
Republic of Greece



XAIPETIZMOZ TOY ANANAHPQTH YMNMOYPIroy YNOAOMQN META®OPQN KAI AIKTYQN k.
XPHZTOY zNIPTZH 2TO AIEONEZ T[OAEOAOMIKO ZzYMMOZIO ME OEMA:
“ZIAHPOAPOMOZ KAI ANANTY=H NOAEQN”

H alommoinon tou 01dnpodpdéuou yia TNV TTAPOYWYIKF, KOIVWVIKI KAl XWPIKA-TTOAEOBOUIKN
avaouykpdéTtnon TG ouyxpovng EAAGDag atroteAei diaknpuyuévn mrpotepaidTnTa TG KuBépvnong
Kal Tou YTroupyeiou.

XaipeTifoupe TIg epyacieg Tou AigBvoug Zuutroaiou, pe Bépa “Zidnpddpouog kail AvatTuén MoAewv”,
Tou TrpaypatoTrolgital v MEuTTn kai Mapaokeur; 16 kai 17 AmpiAiou 2015 otnv ABrva, pe
aiobAuaTa KaANg @IAogeviag, auvadeAQIKNG aAAnAeyyung, TTOAITIKAG Kal €TTIOTNUOVIKAG ATTodoxXNAG
Kal ue atréAuTn IKavoTtroinon OIOTI:

— O TpoypappaTiIcposg kal ol TTpotepaidtnTeg TNG KuBépvnong kai Tou YTIoupyeiou oTn véa
TTEPIOBO CUUTTITITOUV aTTOAUTA PE TO OTOXO TWV dIOPYOVWTWY TOU ZUMTTOCIOU, O OTToiog gival va
avadeixBei n onuacia TNG avdamTuéng Tou o1dNPOdPOUOU yia TO OUVOAO TNG ETTIKPATEIAG KAl TIG
MNTPOTTONITIKEG TTEPIOXEG.

— H mpoodokia Tng MoAiteiag atmd 10 ZUPTTOoIO €ival OAOKANPWUEVES ETTIOTNUOVIKEG, OIKOVOMIKES
Kl TEXVIKEG TTPOOEYYIOEIG, AAAA KAl TTPOTACEIG AUECNG KAl JOKPOTTPOBEGUNG EQAPUOYNG.

— H oupuetox €EKTTPOCWTIWY TNG aKAdNUAIKAG KOIVOTNTAG, TOU E€YXWPEIOU ETTIOTAMOVIKOU
OUVOUIKOU, OIAKEKPIMEVWY EUTTEIPOYVWHOVWY OTTO €UPWTTAIKEG TTOAEISC MOl PE QOPEIC Tou
KpdToug, TnG autodloiknong Kai eupuTepa TNG Kolvwviag ouvBétouv 1o BEATIOTO TTAQiOIO
ETMOTNMOVIKNG TEKUNPIWAONG Kal KOIVWVIKAG OlaBoUAEuong yia Tnv avadeifn Kal ePTTEdwWaon Twv
VEWV avaTITUgIakwy AUCEWV Kal TTPOTACEWY, TTOU JIAPNOPPWIVOUV TO VEO TTEPIRBAAAOV TWV KOIVWV
OTOXWV JaAG.

O1 dpacTtnpIdTNTEG, TTOU TTPOWBOUE YIa TOV EAANVIKO O16NpOdPOU0, e OUYKEKPIPEVA PETPA, £pya,
Beopikég  TTapeuBaoelc  Kal  afloTroinon  EyXWPIWV KOl EUPWTTAIKWY  XPNHATOOOTIKWY  Kal
AVATITUEIOKWY TTPOYPANMATWY, JETAEU GAAWY TTEPIAQUBAVEL:

— Tnv uAotroinon Twv Bacikwy o1dNPOdPOPIKWY £PYWY, N KOTAOKEUN TWV OTTOIWV O€ CUYKEKPIYEVA
TUAMOTA €KKPEUED €TTi TTOAAG Xpdvia oTn divn Twv TTABOYEVEIWY TOU CUCTHANATOC TTApAYWYNG
EPYWV KAl MEAETWV TNG XWPOG KAl OTIG CUPTTANYADES ATEAECPOPWY KAl AVTIQATIKWY TTONITIKWY,
OIOIKNTIKWY  €TTIAOYWYV  KQI  TTEIPAUATIOPWY  Tou  TTAPEABOVTOG. Ofuata  Ta  oToia  KaTtd
TTPOTEPAIOTNTA AVAUOPPWVOUNE KOl AVAOUVTAOOOUUE OE VEQ UYIN, dla@avr] KAl OTTOTEAECUATIKI
Baon, cUh@wva Pe TOUG KavOVEC TTPOCTACIag Tou dnUOCIOU CUHEPEPOVTOG, TWV EUPWITTATKWV
odnNylwV KAl KAVOVIOUWYV, TOU UyloUG QVvTaYyWVIOPOU, ME OnuOKPATIKG Kal AvaTiTUEIaKO
TTPOYPAUMATIONO Kal Aoyodoaia.

— Tnv oAokAfpwon Twv CIBNPOJPOUIKWY UTTOOOUWY €VTaENG Tou €AANVIKOU O1dnpodpduou oTa
oulyxpova OleupwTttaikd OikTua. 2ZUyXpoveg OUVOECEIG Tou Pacikou OIKTUoU peE  Aipdvia,
Biounxavikég Cwveg, Ol1a0UVOPIAKOUG KOUPOUG KAl SUVAMIKOUG EUTTOPEUNOTIKOUG OTOBUOUG.
Mpowbnon Kal oAoKANPwaonN Tou TTPOACTIAKOU OIKTUOU TWV HEYAAWY UNTPOTTOAITIKWYV KEVTPWYV
ATTIKNG Kal @€0aalovikng, ME TIC EUPUTEPES TTEPIOXEG OUOPWY VOUWV.

— Tnv aglomoinon kai avamTugn Tou o16NPOdPOMIKOU OIKTUOU, TTou €0W Kal TTOAAG xpovia, PE
QATTOKOPUPWHA TNV UVNMOVIAKA TTEPIOd0 TNG TEAEUTAIOG TTEVTAETIAG, EXEl TTANPWG EYKATAAEIPOET
KOl OKOTTiMWG ammadiwBei -padi pe €mTevOUCEIG TTOAWY EKOTOPMUPIWY EUpW- €1 BAPOS TNG
OIKOVOMIKAG a&iag Kal AEITOUPYIKAG OTTOTEAECUATIKOTNTAG TwV EAANVIKWY C18NPOdPOHWY, TNG
€OVIKAG OIKOVOUIOG KAl TWV TOTTIKWY KOIVWVIWV.

— 2ZToxeupéveg Opdaoeig aglotroinong Kal avadeigng Twy akIviTwy, Tou KTIPIAKOU TTAOUTOU Kal ThG
TTONITIOTIKAG KAl QPXITEKTOVIKAG KAnpovouidg, Tou Oi1aBéTouv ol €AAnvikoi G1dnpédpouol, o€
ouvepyaaoia Pe TNV autodIoiknar, TOUG ETTIOTNUOVIKOUG KOl KOIVWVIKOUG POPEIG.

Me auTég TIG OKEWEIG, EUXOPOOTE KAAN €TITUXia OTIG gpyacieg Tou dlgBvolg ZupuTToOiou Cag Kal
QAVOUEVOUE TIC TIPOTACEIG KOI TO CUUTTEPACUATA TWV EPYACIWY OAG.

Me Tiun

XproTog ZTTipTeng
AvatrAnpwtn¢ Y1oupyog Ytrodouwv Metagopwv Kal AIKTUWV



